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me dav as you go bowling along over the Seneca Tral.l

conte 210) enjoying the scenic beauties of West Virginla you |
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71 ecome to a roadside marker, about thirty miles north ol

SEeWishureg, which informs you that you are negring "Droop IMoun-
Rottlefield ! A little furthexr on you Wili See the_masgéggﬁﬁ-
ic portals, ccxéirmotg@dbg the btate Conaerj?ulon Commlssion

mh;?ﬁhi":,v.h{;;rma:k the entrance TO Thls histgric SPCT--
j; = brothers crossed swords in mighty conflict Ior a

' vinich each one of them believed.

., if you read .on, it.loocks like yourare dn mOmEs R e
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n--a thing which you dread, but which wilil stand you

when vou visit this hallowed ground, direct your mind
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ace of 73 years and try to visualize what happened

was all 'i;.':-.;.-*f..f_i."i,u._ll'i'u.; milestone 1n the R1SGC oYY oT

. I+ wag on June 20th of that year that our fﬁtKETS
the 01d Dominion and become & membexr of
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b of ou*po 't designed to protect Virginia from
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 from the west., They lived on the country and |

-ings for man and beast 1rom the rich bluegrass

o ._ \L\x:. 1*-.'“* (\ 'y
* | |
. emall Federal forcey under command of General William W, |
17 and based on Elkins opposed the Confederates., 1heir misS- |

- wae +o protect the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, the main

a1l line of rail communication from easwv O wWeste » Ehey were
o+ of sufficient strength to undertake ofiensive operations against
nfederates and had to content themselves to pay the role of
yservation fﬂrcé.
)n the Kanawha River at the mouth of Gauley There was an-
21l force of Pederals undexr the command of Genexral A, N.
, with the mission of preventing a Confederate moverment
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vwing General Lee's 1863 invasion of the north, which
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P oied the northern reaches of the valley. When he learned g
gFoceUy— " |

¢%qt;nmﬂell was marching down the valley, General Echols pro-
-hé E )
cwedmiix>IE00p llountain with his main body, while he took up a . 3?
jefensive pOSition with the ldea of providing a rallying point for
wis advanced troops Which.were being driven back by the Federals,
shere to make a stand and stop The further advance of Averell. A
1ine of breastworks and gun positions was constructed across tﬁe
main road, which we now know as the "Seneca Trail" (Route 219)

where it crosses The mountaln.

tpparently General Echols had learned of the approach of

Ceneral Duffie's force coming east from Gauley 3Briadge but left no
:maiﬁérable force at Lewisburg To oppose him., Averell's main body
srrived in the vicinity of Hillsboro on the evening of November 4th.

|

hey established their outposts close to the foot of Droop NMountain

b=

and sterted immediately with tThe réconnaissanoe of the Confederate .
position. The entire day of November 5 was consumed in this recon-
nzissance, which developed the fact that the position was TOO
strong to be taken to direct scsgonlt. - There Was & 100 Df BEILT e

ishing during the day and that evening General ¢ 'L {/s decided

upon his vlan of battle. In the meantime General Duffie was

pproazehing Lewisburg from the west.

The Battle

Early on the morning ol November 6, 1865, General Averell
dispatched & force of about 1100 men composed of the 18th Ohio
f.f;,'_f.}t';’_*"' arid the 14th }“’C!nﬂﬁylvm’li& Cavalr:y to march west and south

&

the Lobelim road, a detour of six miles, ToO attack the left

Lank and rear of the Confederate position on Droop Nountain. 3§  ¢?ﬁ;ff
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: he Federal right flanking detachment broke 1n on
v 3 e P S xrpe s
s e 0 B sitio A\verell
"} a2nd rear of the Confederate position, AVEiC_L~L
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wmeavyd hice assanlt up the mountaln ol Grne ROkl and the lelt
> detachment closed 1n Echols threw in part of hls YesSeIrves
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or a2 short period of time There was Some des
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ing on top of the mountain. Seeing that the Federal

- force was closing in on his rear in an endeavor to galn
sburg, Echols sent in the last of his reserxrves and
' could withdraw Ifrom tThe
: E ed in doing so and man
: t on the rocad To Lewl
"00DS were on The road
, organized rear guar
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